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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application no. 09/825,400 filed on 
4/3/2001 in which claims 1-16 are presented for examination. 

5 Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

10 The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 

indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
15 form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
20 title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Onuki (U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,429, 895). 

25 Regarding claim 1, Onuki teaches an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 

image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 
processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
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lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a detector 
which detects abnormality disturbing said multiplex image processing when said plurality 
of images are being taken in said multiplex image taking mode (col. 23, lines 26-67; col. 
22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 
5 19, lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-coL 20, line 6); and a controller which suspends 

processing in said multiplex image taking mode when said abnormality is detected by 
said detector (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Regarding claim 2, Onuki teaches an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 
image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 

10 processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a detector 
which detects whether or not abnormality disturbing said multiplex image processing 
resides in said plurality of images taken in said multiplex image taking mode (col. 22, 
lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, 

15 lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a controller which suspends processing 
in said multiplex image taking mode when said abnormality is detected by said detector 
(col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Regarding claim 3, Onuki teaches an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 
image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 

20 processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a detector 
which detects abnormality disturbing said multiplex image processing when said plurality 
of images are being taken in said multiplex image taking mode (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 
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21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, lines 18-25; col. 
19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a display (Fig. 1, Display) which indicates that a 
multiplex image taking is unsuccessful when said abnormality is detected by said detector 
(col. 20, line 6; col. 20, lines 11-15; see also col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 32). 
5 Regarding claim 4, Onuki teaches an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 

image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 
processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a detector 
which detects whether or not abnormality disturbing said multiplex image processing 

10 resides in said plurality of images taken in said multiplex image taking mode (col. 22, 
lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, 
lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a display (Fig. 1, Display) which 
indicates that a multiplex image taking is unsuccessful when said abnormality is detected 
by said detector (col. 20, line 6; col. 20, lines 1 1-15; see also col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 

15 32). 

Regarding claim 5, Onuki teaches an image taking method, comprising: detecting 
abnormality disturbing multiplex image processing when a plurality of images are being 
taken (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 
17-23; col. 19, lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col, 20, line 6), wherein said plurality of 
20 images are subjected to said multiplex image processing to be composed into a single 
image (col. 22, lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37); and suspending processing in said 
multiplex image taking mode when said abnormality is detected (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 
21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 
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Regarding claim 6, Onuki teaches an image taking method, comprising: detecting 
abnormality residing in a plurality of images taken by a multiplex image taking (col. 22, 
lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, 
lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6), wherein said abnormality disturbs multiplex 
5 image processing of said plurality of images by which said plurality of images are 

composed into a single image (col. 22, lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37); and suspending 
processing in said multiplex image taking mode when said abnormality is detected (col. 
22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Regarding claim 7, Onuki teaches an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 

10 image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 
processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a display (Fig. 
1 , Display) which indicates that images are being taken in said multiplex image taking 
mode (col. 22, lines 38-41). 

15 Regarding claim 8, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which selects 

a first mode for taking a single image or a second mode for taking a plurality of images to 
be composed into a single image (col. 21, lines 26-31; col. 21, line 52-col. 22, line 32); 
and a display (Fig. 1, Display) which indicates said first mode or said second mode (col. 
22, lines 38-41). 

20 Regarding claim 9, Onuki teaches the display indicates said second mode so that a 

user can recognize said second mode (col. 22, lines 38-41). 
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Regarding claim 10, Onuki teaches a monitor for displaying an image to be taken, 
wherein said display is disposed at a location where a user can recognize said display 
together with said monitor (col. 22, lines 38-41). 

Regarding claim 11, Onuki teaches a detector for detecting whether or not there is 
5 abnormality disturbing said composing when images are being taken in said second mode 
(col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; 
col. 19, lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6). 

Regarding claim 12, Onuki teaches a controller which suspends processing in said 
second mode when said abnormality is detected by said detector (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 
10 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Regarding claim 13, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which selects 
a specific mode for taking a plurality of images to be composed into a single image 
among a plurality of image taking modes (col. 21, lines 26-31; col. 21, line 52-col. 22, 
line 32); a detector for detecting whether or not there is abnormality disturbing said 
15 composing when said plurality of images are being taken in said specific mode (col. 22, 
lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, 
lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a controller which suspends processing 
in said specific mode when said abnormality is detected by said detector (col. 22, lines 
60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 
20 Regarding claim 14, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which selects 

a specific mode for taking a plurality of images to be composed into a single image 
among a plurality of image taking modes (col. 21, lines 26-31; col. 21, line 52-col. 22, 
line 32); a detector which detects whether or not abnormality disturbing said composing 
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resides in said plurality of images taken in said specific mode (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 
21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, lines 18-25; col 
19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a controller which suspends processing in said specific 
mode when said abnormality is detected by said detector (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, 
5 lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Regarding claim 15, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which selects 
a specific mode for taking a plurality of image to be composed into a single image among 
a plurality of image taking modes (col. 21, lines 26-31; col. 21, line 52-col. 22, line 32); a 
detector for detecting whether or not there is abnormality disturbing said composing 

10 when said plurality of images are being taken in said specific mode (col. 22, lines 60-67; 
col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, lines 18-25; 
col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a display (Fig. 1, Display) which indicates that said 
image taking in said specific mode is unsuccessful when said abnormality is detected by 
said detector (col. 20, line 6; col. 20, lines 11-15; see also col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 

15 32). 

Regarding claim 16, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which selects 
a specific mode for taking a plurality of images to be composed into a single image 
among a plurality of image taking modes (col. 21, lines 26-3 1 ; col. 21, line 52-col 22, 
line 32); a detector which detects whether or not abnormality disturbing said composing 
20 resides in said plurality of images taken in said specific mode (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 
21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, lines 18-25; col. 
19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a display (Fig. 1, Display) which indicates that said image 
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taking in said specific mode is unsuccessful when said abnormality is detected by said 
detector (col. 20, line 6; col. 20, lines 11-15; see also col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 32). 

Conclusion 

5 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (703) 305-4724. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone 
10 number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 
9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
15 information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



20 
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